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BRUCE SILVERSTEIN

AARON SISKIND

(American, 1903-1991)

Aaron Siskind was born on December 4, 1903 in New York. He was the son of
Russian Jewish immigrants and the fifth of six children. After receiving his
Bachelor of Social Science degree from College of the City of New York in
1926, he went on to teach high school English for 21 years in the New York
public school system. His first loves were music and poetry, but he took an
interest in photography in 1930 (when he received his first camera as a going-
away present before his honeymoon trip to Bermuda), and began his
photography career as a documentarian in the New York Photo League in
1932. From 1936 to 1940 he oversaw the League’s Feature Group as they
created documentary photo-essays of political import including Harlem
Document, Dead End: The Bowery, Portrait of a Tenement, and St. Joseph’s
House: The Catholic Worker Movement. In the early 1940s, his work shifted to
the abstract and metaphoric as Siskind cultivated friendships with such
Abstract Expressionists as Franz Kline, Barrett Newman, Adolph Gottlieb, and
Mark Rothko, and began to exhibit work at the Charles Egan Gallery (which
specialized in Abstract Expressionism).

On the invitation of Harry Callahan, Siskind joined the faculty of the Institute of
Design in Chicago in 1951, taking over as head of the photography program
when Callahan left in 1961. In 1963 he helped found the Society for
Photographic Education. Siskind and Callahan, famous for their synergy as
professors and photographers, were reunited beginning in 1971 when Siskind
left the Institute of Design for the Rhode Island School of Design where
Callahan was a professor and Siskind continued to teach until his retirement in
1976. Siskind traveled broadly, in particular making multiple trips to Mexico and
Italy, including a period spent in Rome during his 1966 John Simon
Guggenheim Memorial Fellowship. Siskind died in Providence, Rhode Island
on February 11, 1991 at the age of 87. The Aaron Siskind Centennial
Celebration took place during 2003/2004 with exhibitions at more than a dozen
institutions across the country, including the Museum of Contemporary
Photography, each devoted to a different period or theme of the photographer’s
life and work.
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BRUCE SILVERSTEIN

Press Release: Recurrence (2009)
January 15 - March 7, 2009

Bruce Silverstein is pleased to announce Aaron Siskind: Recurrence, an exhibition of
works exploring the initial development and further evolution of recurring forms, themes,
and line-gestures appearing and reappearing throughout the artist’s career. Consisting of
over eighty vintage prints originating from the Aaron Siskind Foundation, this exhibit
offers the viewer a unique opportunity to identify, follow and contextualize many of these
recurrences — the combination of which forms the basis of a highly original and influential
lexicon developed by the only photographic member of the Abstract Expressionist group.

Aaron Siskind was born December 4, 1903, in New York, N.Y. and died February 8,
1991, in Providence, Rhode Island.

The Aaron Siskind Foundation is a non-profit organization created by the artist in 1984 to
support contemporary photography by rewarding and encouraging excellence in its practi-

tioners through artist’s grants. For more information, visit www.aaronsiskind.org.

The exhibition will run from January 15 - February 21, 2009.
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