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Blography

E.O. Hoppé€ b.1878 - 1972

How is it possible that a photographer so famous in the early modern period and so
prolific between 1907 and 1939 came to be known only in a limited way to a few photo-
cognoscenti? The art journals of the 1920s in Britain, Europe, and the US paid far more
attention to Hoppé’s exhibitions and publications than they did those of Alfred Stieglitz,
Paul Strand, Edward Steichen, Paul Outerbridge, Edward Weston, or others to whom
historians point as founders of modernist photography. The answer would seem to be a
combination of simple bad timing, and a few unfortunate turns in Hoppé's personal
history that caused the bulk of his work to be locked away in archives in London and in
Wiesbaden, Germany, for most of the second half of the last century.

For the first time, Hoppé’s entire achievement is being studied and assessed to show

that Hoppé achieved in this work a new kind of photographic documentation, an intimate
and intelligent view of the world at defining moments in its history. Hoppé’s views
demonstrate a high degree of formal elegance and an unmistakably modernist vision,
placing Hoppé at the forefront of a naturalistic style in photography.
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Press Release: Early London Photographs (2009)

Having relocated to London in 1900 at the age of 22, the Munich born photographer Emil Otto Hoppé
became one of the founding photographers of the London Salon, and gained international acclaim for his
portrait studies. Inspired by his adopted home, over the course of 35 years, Hoppé amassed one of the
most unique photographic documents of London, capturing the British capital at a critical point in its
history—transitioning from a 19th century city into a modern metropolis. Similar to Eugene Atget’s
images of Paris and Berenice Abbott’s images of New York, Hoppé’s photographs artfully chronicle
London’s landmarks, architecture, and inhabitants. In addition, Hoppe’s photographs, those of architec-
ture in particular, reveal a truly ingenious break from academic and historical traditions, reflecting a mod-
ernist aesthetic and interpretation which was working its way through urban life in the form of graphics,
motorcars and other technological advancements to the city’s infrastructure. Hoppe’s photographs of
London contain the same visual cues that inspired the early photo-modernist views of New York created
by his contemporaries—Edward Steichen, Paul Strand and Alfred Stieglitz. This suggests that another
parallel history of photography remains untold. Early London Photographs (1910-1939) includes thirty-
one rare vintage photographs.
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